
ENVIRONMENTAL CORPS 
A Service Program of American YouthWorks 

Environmental Corps (E-Corps) is a green jobs training 
and service program that allows youth and young 
adults to build and restore the natural environment 
through public land improvement projects including 
trail building, carpentry, forestry and habitat restora-
tion work throughout the State of Texas and be-
yond.  Youth learn cutting-edge environmental job 
skills while pursuing their educational goals and earn-
ing a post-service education award.   

E-Corps is a member of The Corps Network, Mountain 
Alliance of Conservation Corps and Public Land Service 
Coalition and is a frequent recipient of contracts with 
local, state, and federal government entities due to its 
solid reputation in producing quality work safely and 
efficiently. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CORPS MEMBERS: 

¶ Include AmeriCorps members from throughout the coun-
try who integrate with local youth to create a blended, 
transformative, cultural experience. 

¶ Earn a bi-weekly stipend and an end-of-term education 
award, which may be used toward attending college. 

¶ Serve between 300 and 1700 service hours that average 
30 to 40 hours per week, in addition to pursuing formal 
educational goals like diploma, GED, or college classes. 

¶ Receive ongoing training by Environmental Corps staff as 
well as from sponsoring agencies, including leadership 
development exercises. 

Trails Across Texas crew take a break during a trail restoration pro-
ject at Caprock Canyon. 

How YOU can be involved: 

¶ Sponsor or support a Conservation Corps project on your 
public lands. 

¶ Hire a crew. 

¶ Tell a young person about the unique opportunity to join 
an Environmental Corps crew. 

¶ Share your area of expertise with our crew members. 

¶ Donate to American YouthWorks. 

Members use grip hoist and skyline rigging operation 
to move 800 lb boulders up hill for retaining wall con-
struction at Lake Possum Kingdom. 

For more information or to hire a crew contact: 

Parc Smith (512) 423-2887 or psmith@americanyouthworks.org 

 

E-Corps members paddle down the Rio Grande while 
performing invasive species removal at Big Bend Na-
tional Park 



 

 

 

City of Austin, Parks and Recreation Department 

¶ Spicewood Valley Trail 

¶ Northwest Balcones  

¶ Austin Nature Center ς Rock Staircase 

Austin Parks Foundation 

¶ Austin Greenbelt ς Twin Falls retaining wall, trail reroute, 
and habitat restoration 

¶ Extensive Invasive Plant removal, habitat improvement, 
and stream bank restoration ς Public Lands 

Travis County 

¶ Southeast Metro Park ς Construction of wilderness trail 
system 

¶ Habitat Restoration 

National Park Service 

¶ Palo Alto National Historic siteς Interpretive Trail construc-
tion 

¶ San Antonio Missions ς Historic site restoration 

¶ Big Bend National Park ς Multiple park improvement pro-
jects. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

¶ 20+ sites served 

ENVIRONMENTAL CORPS 
A Service Program of American YouthWorks 

E-Corps members perform rock placement for a retaining 
wall at Twin Falls (City of Austin Green Belt) 

CONSTRUCTION 

Trail Building: Natural Surface, ADA, etc. 
Maintenance & Repair 
Masonry, Stairs & Retaining Walls 
Bridges & Armored Crossings 
Benches & Kiosks 
Trail Design, Layout & Consultation 
Create Interpretive Brochures 

FORESTRY 

Chainsaw Work 
Tree Planting 
Nursery Work 
Pruning, Mulching & Feeding 
GPS Inventory 

HORTICULTURE/BOTANY 

Remove Invasives  
Licensed herbicide application 
Plantings & Maintenance 
Seed Collection 
Greenhouse Work 
Flora Surveys & Studies 

LAND & RANGE MANAGEMENT 

Brush Management & Fuel Breaks 
Prescribed Burning and Prep. 
GIS Data Gathering, Input & Analysis 
Patrolling Parkland 
Over seeding grasslands 
Fence installation and repair  
 

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 

Erosion Control & Bank Restoration 
Check Dams & Swales 
Aquifer Recharge-Feature Restoration 
Wet Pond Maintenance 
Water Quality Monitoring 
Creek Clean-Ups 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

School & Community Gardens 
Trail Building Workshops 
Watershed Model Demonstrations 
Other Community Education Events 
Volunteer Management 

ENVIRONMENTAL CORPS CAPABILITIES 

CURRENT AND PAST E-CORPS PROJECTS 

Members learn arborist skills and chainsaw maintenance in 
classroom training 


